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St. Andrew Lutheran Church, ELCA, Mundelein, IL
Pastor Jenna Pulkowski | (847) 986-8144

2" Quarter 2026

April / May / June

Pastor’s Pen

by Pr Jenna Pulkowski

"The Gift of Communication”

When we think of “church”, we usually think
of the building and the people--worship,
fellowship, Bible study, etc.

But one of the mostimportant aspects of our
life as a faith community is communication!
How, and how often, do we communicate
what’s happening at St. Andrew? With our
regular midweek blast, we needed to update
and adapt the monthly newsletter because
our print communications are still essential.
Plus, it's fun to get mail that isn't a bill (or
junk).

This new edition of the SALC Newsletter
continues the work of reimagining our
communication. Our new format will be a
quarterly newsletter that includes reflections
on the previous 3 months at St. Andrew, that
looks ahead to the next 3 months of
programming and fellowship opportunities,
shares a member or ministry spotlight, offers
a "where are we at?" finance snapshot, and
more. We are still moving the majority of our
static, i.e. unchanging, information to the
church website (salcmundelein.org), and

working on the best way to get that
information to those who are not internet
users.

With a new format we get new challenges, so
your feedback is especially useful at this
time. We welcome your insights regarding the
format, content, and distribution methods.
Please talk with Anita or Pr Jenna.

We also ask that you help us to send the
newsletter out on time by submitting your
materials by their due date. We never want to
leave your information out, but we cannot
guarantee its inclusion if it’s submitted past the
due date. The due date will be the 1% of the 3™
month of the quarter, for the next quarter. So,
June 1%tis the due date for the

3" quarter issue.

And please give a huge THANK YOU to Anita--this
is a huge undertaking, and she's put a lot of time,
thoughtfulness, and energy into making it
happen!

Peace,
Pr Jenna



May 10 Mother’s Day / Quilt Sunday
May 17  Affirmation of Baptism Sunday
May 24  Pentecost Sunday
Summer Worship Schedule begins
One Service at 9:30 am
May 31 Trinity Sunday
June 21 Father’s Day

Church
Council

Jeff Hayes
Council President—Executive Team; Operations Committee

Bruce Dir

Vice President—Executive Team; Media Tech. Committee
bruce@tightheadbrewing.com/ 847-219-5470

Anastasia Carmona

Treasurer—Executive Team; Finance Committee
bookkeeper@salcmundelein.org / 847-275-2892

Jorge Cantu

Secretary—Executive Team; Service Committee
Jeantu.nu@gmail.com / 847-863-0737

Keep in Touch!

Want updated information on what's
happening in your church?

Like to know what’s coming up?

Join us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/standrewmundelein

or visit our Website at www.salcmundelein.org
for up-to-date information, pictures,

calendar of events and more!

Men's Breakfast

Join our Men's Fellowship as they meet for breakfast
on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at 9 AM. The
gathering continues to be at Mauri’s Restaurantin
Mundelein. Next breakfast is on Tuesday, April 28th.
Contact Jeff Hayes, if questions.

Like to Sing and/or Ring?

7 Let's Make Musict

Choir and Bell Choir Rehearsals

All are welcome to join our choral and bell choir
ensembles at St. Andrew! Talk to Ryan, our Choir &
Bells Director, for rehearsal information. Rehearsals
are on Thursdays, but not every week. Choir
rehearses from 6-7pm, and the Bell Choir rehearses
from 7-8pm. Here’s the upcoming rehearsal
schedule:

April: Thursdays - 4/16, 4/30

May: Thursdays - 5/14, 5/28
Sunday Worship - 5/17

June: Thursdays - 6/11, 6/25
Sunday Worship - 6/28




SALC Garden

Garden Support Team!!!

Play in the dirt this summer!

Dale Hamblin is coordinating a Garden
Support Team to help throughout this next
growing season. Please contact Dale at:
dalehamblin48@yahoo.com and cc Pastor
Jenna if you're interested in helping to keep
the tasty produce and gorgeous flowers at
their best.

Ways to Help Garden from Home:
Starting May 1st save egg shells in zip lock
bags please, smash them so takes up less
room.

Starting May 6 Save all kitchen scraps, fruit,
bad veggies, anything but fat, meat, and
bones in a bucket.

PS: If you took a Snapdragon on Easter
Sunday, Dale says you can plant them now!

*

Live Streaming
Services

We continue to have
online services each Sunday at 10:45 am
through our Facebook page and website.
If you are unable to join us in person,
join us from anywhere!

s

May 24 marks the return of St. Andrew's
one worship service at 9:30am for the
summer months. This is Memorial Day
weekend AND Pentecost too. | (Pr Jenna)
will also be out of town that weekend
celebrating a beloved family member's
new baby and providing support to her
during this tender time. Pr Jean Duran, who
covered for me while | was on leave after
Teddy's birth, will bring the good news that
Sunday.

While the time is shifting, our Sunday faith
formation and fellowship cycles will not!
See the lengthy update about what's
shifting on Sunday mornings. (pg.7)

Peace,
PJ



Children, Youth & Family (CYF) Ministry

VBS Registration is live!
July 20-24,9am -12pm

Join us for Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2026,
"Snowball Mountain Challenge". The theme is,
“Find Your Strength in God.”

The age range for children is preK through 5th
grade. Each child is $25, with a family max of
$50. We'd love to have your friends, family,
and neighbors join us too! Lunch will be served
every day, and your registration fee includes a
VBS themed t-shirt as a souvenir. You can
register online at:
https://salcmundelein.mycokesburyvbs.com/.

We are also looking for volunteers to provide
support beforehand and the week of, both
adults and youth 6th grade and up. If you have
it in your heart and schedule this summer,
please contract our youth director, Jess Villa
at jess.villa@salcmundelein.org.

Faith Formation Spotlight

Meet Samaira & Parents!

One of the gifts of my role as the pastor has
been getting to know our kids and being able
to welcome their families and bring new
families into our ministry. We recently
welcomed Samaira, who is in 1st grade, and
her parents Vikas and Bineeta, after they
moved to the area. After visiting St. Andrew
while looking for a new church home, they
immediately jumped into our fellowship
events (Sunday School Valentine's Day Party
2/15 & Movie Night) and I've had a blast
getting to know them more!" Help me
Welcome Samaira, Bineeta & Vikas into our
SALC family!
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Pictured above, left to right:

Samaira Vikas, Ellie, Evie Sherwood
SALC Movie Night!



Bee Corner

From the Office to the Apiary: A New Beekeeping Journey

My name is Ami Frick, and | am a brand-new beekeeper—but before we talk about bees, a little about how |
got here.

| grew up in Des Moines, lowa, where | spent many years in grassroots organizing and working in the United
Methodist Church. In 2014, | moved to Illinois when my husband was stationed at Great Lakes. While his work
has since taken him to Quantico, | chose to remain here because | truly love my work and community.

At Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Northfield, | began as an office manager, but over the years my role
has grown into event planning, communications, and ministry support. I’ve had the opportunity to serve the
wider synod as well—helping plan Synod Assembly and working with leadership teams—which has deepened
my appreciation for the connections that sustain our shared ministry.

With my children now grown and a bit more time on my hands, I’ve found new ways to stay engaged.
Alongside my work, | enjoy painting, photography, and affordable housing advocacy in Lake County. And most
recently, I've added something unexpected to that list: beekeeping.

It all started with a simple question last May: what if we placed a beehive on church property? With curiosity
(and approval from insurance!), we said yes. Under the guidance of Master Beekeeper Robin Forde, a hive was
installed at Ascension—and | was immediately captivated. Watching the bees work together with such
purpose and precision was nothing short of amazing.

| began learning everything | could—taking classes, working alongside a mentor, and even joining the Wagner
Farm 4-H Bee Team for hands-on experience. Like many new endeavors, it hasn’t been without challenges.
This past winter, we lost two of our three hives, a difficult but common reality in beekeeping. Still, the
experience has only strengthened my desire to learn and continue.

Now, I’m preparing to take the next step: establishing my own hive here in Grayslake. I’'m incredibly grateful
for the warm welcome and support from this community as | begin this new chapter.

I’'m also exploring ways to expand this work, partnering with synod staff to bring beehives to more
congregations. It’s a natural fit—beekeepers need space, and churches are uniguely positioned to care for
creation in meaningful, tangible ways.

And the bees themselves? They offer a powerful reminder of what community can look like. A single honeybee
produces only about 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime. It takes roughly 2 million flower visits to make
just one pound of honey. Yet within a hive of tens of thousands, working together, something remarkable is
created. Bees even communicate through movement—a “waggle dance” that directs others to sources of
food.

Each bee does its small part, and together they create something far greater than themselves.
Perhaps that’s what drew me in.

Thank you for welcoming me—and now, my bees—into your community. You will be seeing me around and |
will keep you all informed of what is happening in the St. Andrew Hive.



Ministry Spotlight

Finance Ministry Team

The Finance committee is responsible for establishing
adequate financial practices and oversight for the church,
including:

Establishing and managing a fiscally responsible and sound
budget each year, conducting an annual audit of the church’s
financial books and records, and ensuring the use of

donated funds for their intended purpose(s). This committee also
maintains responsibility for managing church investments.

Current members of the committee are: Anastasia Carmona,
Bruce Dir, Peter Schoenfield, Jonathan Fosdick, Joe Prescia, and
Samantha (Sam) Martinez

The team meets every other month on the 4th Tuesday of the
month at 7 pm at Tighthead Brewery, a locally owned craft beer
brewery owned by our very own Bruce Dir. Our next meeting is on
5/26.

The team has completed an audit of 2025 financial records.
Currently, we are conducting a shredding event to dispose of old
financial records that are no longer needed, which is expected to
conclude in the next 2 months.



St. Andrew's Lutheran Church

Financial Report
As of March 2026

March 2026

Income $31,919.29
Expenses $29,538.39
Net Income $2,380.90

2026 YTD (through March 2026)

Income $90,738.75
Expenses $95,883.90
Net iIncome -$5,145.15

The full amount of the Synod grant for audio-visual equipment ($15,900) was received as
income in January and about $13.400 has been spent as of the end of March.

Expenses are slightly higher than budgeted for the year, due primarily to energy and
water costs. These are expected to drop some during the year.

Regular giving improved significantly in March (thank you!) although we remain
approximately $2,000 under-budget for the year.

Please consider setting up an automatic, recurring offering through our online giving
portal! Setup is easy and we would be happy to help.

General giving

Goal {(Budgeted through March) $72,837.48
Actual Rcvd $70,894.33
Shortfall $1,943.15

General Giving
Help fill the circle!

Shortfall,
$1,943.15

Actual Recvd,
$70,894.33

As of March 31, 2026



“Sundays: Worship, Fellowship, and Faith Formation”

You know what one of my favorite things is about St. Andrew?

How much you all love one another. You care about each other, check in on those who have been sick or not present for a
time, send cards, make phone calls, share meals and stories and inside jokes with each other.

Modern life makes that fellowship difficult though. We all have a million things to do during the week, and committing to
another evening feels insurmountable for many of us.

For the last few years, leadership has wondered what to do with the time in-between worship services? We used to need that
time for programming and worship-preparation, but that isn’t the case anymore. Tia has done a wonderful job preparing,
leading, and managing the Sunday adult bible study, but she’s one person and we know we need something more
sustainable.

What if each Sunday we use our time in-between services for something a bit different? Something that has intergenerational
faith formation, children’s programming, presentations from outside speakers, service projects, and bible studies? With each
Sunday having a different emphasis, and consistent opportunities for adults and kids, so that everyone has a place?

We’re working towards a schedule that remains the same each month, but offers a different opportunity each week. This
might look like:

15* Sunday—Intergenerational* Family Sunday
2 Sunday—DBible Study

3" Sunday—Ministry Committee Meetings (Service Team, Faith Formation Team, and any other teams that do not have a
regularly schedule meeting time)

4% Sunday—Adult Forum
(5") Sunday—Service Project Sunday

The Beekeeping Adult Forum was the first round of this approach. April 19 will be Ministry Committee Meetings, April 26 TBD,
and May 3 will be an Intergen Family Sunday led by CYF Director, Jess Villa.

Our Faith Formation Team (which is looking for members!) will be responsible for inviting speakers, arranging Bible study
leaders, and supporting the Intergen Family Sunday. Our Service Team will take the lead on the occasional 5" Sunday Service
Project.

I’m so excited about this opportunity that is truly available for the whole congregation and is on a day that most of us are
already planning to be at church! If you are excited and energized about this, | would love to talk with you—and hopefully get
you plugged into supporting this part of our life together. Maybe this is exactly what God has been inviting you to be a part of!

The last thing we need is a name for this time each week—got any ideas???

So, mark your calendars for each Sunday from 9:45-10:30am (summer 10:45-11:30 after worship), and we’ll see you at
church.

Cheers,
Prlenna

* We use “family” to indicate that adults and kids will be together on these Sundays, but as a family of faith, all are
welcome—not just households with children.



SALC Family Photos

Trunk or Treat

Making Cards for Caring in Action Team (CIA)

Pictured above, left to right:

Nettie Bell, Michelle Paddock, Merida Paddock,
Jasmine Paddock (standing), Dan Bell, Jess Villa,
Sonia Schoenfield

Our kids having FUN, together!



PEOPLE POWER - APRIL 2026

Sunday, April 5

8:30 a.m.

Lay Leader: Peter Schoenfield

Lay Reader: Anastasia Carmona

Ushers: Jeff Hayes & Jason Carmona
Communion Assistant: Peter Schoenfield

Sound Tech: Brandon Carmona

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Darrell Vander Bloomen & Kathi Mac Dougall
Sunday, April 12 8:30 a.m.

Lay Leader: Leslie Parriott

Lay Reader: Charlene Bestier

Ushers: Jeff Hayes & John Bestler
Communion Assistant: Leslie Parriott

Sound Tech: Brandon Carmona

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Rocky Rapaka & Chris Carlson
Sunday, April 19 8:30 a.m.

Lay Leader: Sonia Schoenfield

Lay Reader: Rosemary Haraldsson

Ushers: Jeff Hayes & Jonathan Fosdick
Communion Assistant: Sonia Schoenfield

Sound Tech: Brandon Carmona

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Krissy Grace & Jonathan Fosdick
Sunday, April 26 8:30 a.m.

Lay Leader: Peter Schoenfield

Lay Reader: Lyn Hayes

Ushers: Jeff Hayes & Jonathan Fosdick
Communion Assistant: Peter Schoenfield

Sound Tech: Brandon Carmona

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Lyn Hayes & Bill List

If you have a schedule problem, or can volunteer, please contact the following:

Lay Leaders/Lay Readers/Sound/Ushers

Media Tech:
Counters:
Altar Guild:

Steve Grace

Jonathan Fosdick
Jim Kowalewski

Anita Pahlman

847-566-8081
224-602-9084
812-477-5646
224-715-2141



PEOPLE POWER - APRIL 2026

Sunday, April 5

Lay Leader:

Usher:

Children’s Message:
Communion Assistant:
PowerPoint Tech:
Media & Sound Tech:

10:45 a.m.
Bill List

Brian Schmidt
Pastor Jenna

Lay Reader: Daniel Rapaka

Tami Shubin, Kari Payne, Brady List, Leslie Parriott

Jenny Paddock
Steve Grace

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Darrell Vander Bloomen & Kathi Mac Dougall

Sunday, April 12 10:45 a.m.

Lay Leader Krissy Grace Lay Reader: Sheeba Thallury
Ushers: Chris Carlson & Brian Schmidt

Children’s Message:

Communion Assistants:

PowerPoint Tech:

Bill List
Tami Shubin & Heidi Emso
Jenny Paddock

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Rocky Rapaka & Chris Carlson

Sunday, April 19 10:45 a.m.

Lay Leader: Bill List Lay Reader: Krissy Grace
Ushers: Chris Carlson & Brian Schmidt

Children’s Message:
Communion Assistant:
PowerPoint Tech:
Media & Sound Tech:

Jess Villa

Tami Shubin
Jenny Paddock
Steve Grace

Altar Guild: Leslie Parriott

Counters: Krissy Grace & Jonathan Fosdick

Sunday, April 26 10:45 a.m.

Lay Leader: Krissy Grace Lay Reader: Ellen Van Zeeland
Ushers: Dan Bell & Brian Schmidt

Children’s Message:
Communion Assistant:
PowerPoint Tech:
Media & Sound Tech:
Altar Guild:

Counters:

Bill List

Heidi Emso

Jenny Paddock
Steve Grace

Leslie Parriott

Lyn Hayes & Bill List

If you have a schedule problem, or can volunteer, please contact the following:

847-566-8081
224-602-9084
812-477-5646
224-715-2141

Anita Pahiman
Steve Grace
Jonathan Fosdick
Jim Kowalewski

Lay Leaders/Lay Readers/Sound/Ushers
Media Tech:

Counters:

Altar Guild:



APRIL 2026

Mon Tue Wed Thu
1 2
10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters
6:30 Cub Scouts Pk #98 5:30 pm Early Bird
6:30 pm Kirk Players AA
7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 | 6:30 pm Kirk Players 6 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:30 Kirk Players Board 6:30 pm Kirk Players
Mtg
7 pm Bell Choir Reh
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
EASTER 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters 5:30 pm Early Bird
8:30 Worship 6:30 pm Kirk Players AA
9 Easter Breakfast 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 12:30 pm Lake
starts 6:30 pm Kirk Players 7 SALC Exec Team 6:30 pm Kirk Players County Co-Op 7 Kirk Monthly Mitg
10:15 Easter Egg Hunt | 6:30 pm Early Bird AA Mtg
10:30 Breakfast Ends 6:30 pm Kirk Players
10:45 Worship
11 Sunday School
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 Worship 9 am Men’s Breakfast 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters — Brown Bag
9:30 Coffee Hour 6:30 Kirk Players Lunch
9:45 Bible Study 6:30 pm Kirk Players 6:30 pm Cub Pk #98
10:45 Worship 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 | 6:30 pm Kirk Players 6 pm Choir Rehearsal 5:30 pm Early Bird
11 Sunday School 6:30 pm Early Bird AA 6:30 pm Kirk Players AA
12 Service Team Mtg 7 pm SALC Council 7 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6 Confirmation Mtg
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30 Worship
9:30 Coffee Hour 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters 9 am Quilters
9:45 Service Team Mtg | 6:30 pm Kirk Players 7 W&M Team Mtg
10:45 Worship 6 pm Choir Rehearsal
11 Sunday School 6:30 pm Early Bird AA | 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 5:30 pm Early Bird
6 Confirmation 7 pm Bell Choir Reh AA
7 Stewardship
Working Group
26 27 28 29 30

7:30 pm Mundelein
Cain Club

9 am Men’s Breakfast

6 pm Choir Rehearsal

7 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal




Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

5:30 pm Early Bird

3 pm Kennicott

AA ECOH
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30 Worship Cinco de Mayo 10 am Bible Study | 9 am Quilters 5:30 pm Early Bird
9:30 Coffee Hour AA
9:45 Bible Study 6:30 Cub Scouts Pk #98 6:30 pm Kirk Players
10:45 Worship 6:30 pm Kirk Players 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 6:30 pm Kirk Players
11 Sunday School 6:30 pm Early Bird AA | 7 SALC Exec Team
Mtg
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9 am Men’s Breakfast 10 am Bible Study | 9 am Quilters
12 Lk County HOUSE

8:30 Worship 6:30 pm Kirk Players Co-Op
9:30 Coffee Hour 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 | 6:30 pm Kirk Players 5:30 pm Early Bird
10:45 Worship 6:30 pm Early Bird AA 6 pm Choir Rehearsal AA
11 Sunday School 7 pm SALC Council 6:30 pm Kirk Players
6 Confirmation Mtg 7 pm Bell Choir Reh

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

6:30 Cub Scouts Pk #98 9 am Quilters— Brown Bag
8:30 Worship w/ 10 am Bible Study | Lunch 9 am Quilters
Choirs 6:30 pm Kirk Players 7 W&M Team Mtg
9:30 Coffee Hour 12 Lk County HOUSE 5:30 pm Early Bird
9:45 Ministry Team 6:30 pm Early Bird AA | 7:30 Boy Scouts Pk #198 | 6:30 pm Kirk Players Co-Op AA
Mtgs
10:45 Worship
11 Sunday School
11:45 Confirmation
Reception

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
PENTECOST MEMORIAL DAY 9 am Men’s Breakfast 10 am Bible Study | 9 am Quilters
9:45 Sunday School | 630 o £y Bl A | 7 pm Finance Team Mt & pm Cholr Retearsal 5:30 pm Earty Bird

- unday School :30 pm Early Bir pm Finance Team Mtg . ; pm Choir Rehearsa
10:30 Coffee Hour 7:30 Mund Coin Club 6:30 pm Kirk Players | 7 & Bell Choir Rehearsal AA
7 Pack #98 Parent Night
31

9:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee Hour




June 2026

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters METRO CHIC |AGO SYNOD
6:30 Kirk Players Reh | 6:30 pm Cub Pk #98 6:30 Kirk Players Reh | 5:30 pm Early Bird
6:30 Kirk Players Reh AA
6:30 pm Early Bird AA | 7 pm SALGC Exec Team
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:30 Worship 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters
9:45 Sunday School 9 am Men’s Breakfast
10:30 Coffee / 6:30 Kirk Players Reh 6:30 Kirk Players Reh | 6 pm Choir Rehearsal
Fellowship Hr 7 pm SALC Council Mtg 5:30 pm Early Bird
6:30 pm Early Bird AA 6:30 Kirk Players Reh AA
7 pm Bell Rehearsal
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
= 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters
Flag Day 6:30 pm Cub Pk #98
9:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School 6:30 pm Early Bird AA | 7 pm W&M Mtg
10:30 Coffee / 5:30 pm Early Bird
Fellowship Hr AA
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father’s Day 9 am Men’s Breakfast 10 am Bible Study 9 am Quilters 9 am Quilters
9:30 Worship 6:30 pm Early Bird AA
9:45 Sunday School 6 pm Choir Rehearsal
10:30 Coffee / 5:30 pm Early Bird
Fellowship Hr 7:30 Mundelein Coin 7 pm Bell Rehearsal AA
Club
28 29 30
9:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee / 6:30 pm Early Bird AA

Fellowship Hr




